Manchukuo/Manchuria. since 2000, there have been only a few other Chinese academic articles devoted to Kyrgyz culture in China.
using ethnographic methods, this report serves to introduce some of the cultural practices of the Kyrgyz in China in an attempt to begin to fill this gap in the literature.
Kyrgyz living in China represent approximately 5% of global Kyrgyz, and China is the second (after uzbekistan) of the states with a large Kyrgyz minority. the Kyrgyz ethnic group is most populous in Kyrgyzstan, where the 2009 census reported the Kyrgyz population to be 3.8 million people (71% of the country's population). the vast majority (99.8%) of these identified Kyrgyz ethnicity with the Kyrgyz language (statisticheskie perepisi 2009). Kyrgyzstan has the largest distribution of Kyrgyz people (87%). six per cent of the world's Kyrgyz live in uzbekistan (the total number of Kyrgyz in uzbekistan is 160,000-370,000); China has 5% (160,823, according to the 2000 census); tajikistan 2% (approximately 70,000); and Kazakhstan 0.3%. a compact Kyrgyz group of about 30,000 also lives in northern afghanistan (Kokaisl 2008: 107) .
Chinese Kyrgyz are one of the 56 officially recognised nationalities of China. in just one decade, 2000-2010, their number increased by one third, to 200,000 people (the data from the year 2010 are estimated). this increase was not caused by migration of Kyrgyz from Kyrgyzstan, but almost exclusively by a relatively high birth rate. the main region of compact settlements in China is the Xinjiang uyghur autonomous region. Within this region, Kyrgyz live in two relatively distant areas (see Figure 1a) . although many Kyrgyz moved into this region from today's Kyrgyzstan in the first half of the twentieth century, we can consider the Chinese Kyrgyz as an autochthonic population, since allied Kyrgyz clans helped one another and accepted relatives across the regions of today's China and today's Kyrgyzstan, no matter where the state border actually went.
the Kyrgyz ssr -the only autonomous Kyrgyz political entity -was created in the ussr in 1936, shaping that population of Kyrgyz into a 'socialist nation'. Kyrgyz living in other former soviet republics have, in many respects, a similar way of life. By contrast, the Chinese Kyrgyz have a rather different lifestyle. nevertheless, when tracing the origin of Kyrgyz families in China, it is not possible to discern which are native to the areas that are today Kyrgyzstan, tajikistan and China. individual families in the past travelled in a given territory. Only the creation of boundaries determined where individual Kyrgyz families stayed.
HistOriCal BaCKGrOund OF tHe KYrGYZ settleMent in CHina a large part of the Central asian territory was under russian administration in the nineteenth century. What is today Kyrgyzstan was annexed by russia around 1860. Most of this territory had belonged to the Khanate of Kokand, which became a vassal state of russia until 1876, when it was abolished. the Khanate
